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have twenty left, and perhaps even less. If so pawn some-
thing. But I want to return to you as quickly as possible."
While waiting for this money he risked and lost the sum
that he had obtained by pawning his wedding ring. He had
fifty centimes left. "My friend, this is to be the last lesson,
the final and terrible lesson," he wrote to his wife the same
night. But he added: "You should know, my angel, that
without this bad and vulgar adventure, without this needless
wasting of two hundred and twenty francs, I might not have
had a wonderful idea that will contribute to our immediate
and general salvation. Yes, my loved one, I believe that God
in His infinite mercy has perhaps done this for me, a miserable
little gambler, to inspire me and to save me from gambling,
and to save you and Sonia, and all of us, for the future.",
He was referring to his project of writing a letter to
Katkov to apologize for the delay in delivering The Idiot and
to propose offering his publisher the rights to the second
printing of his novel as a guarantee for the advances he
would request. He wanted'an immediate remittance of three
hundred rubles. This money, Dostoevsky thought, would
enable him to settle at Vevey, where the climate was better
than in Geneva, and at Vevey he would write great things.
As soon as the novel was finished, he would leave with his
family for Italy.
He returned, proud of his new project. But several days
later little Sonia was taken out for an airing, caught cold, and
began to cough. The physician declared that there was no
cause for alarm, but Dostoevsky was not convinced. He no
longer wrote, he did not leave the cradle. His premonitions
came true. The little girl died on May 24.
Feodor Mikhailovich's grief was an agony. He sobbed and
wailed before the little corpse; he bent over the little face